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23 April 1948

SPECIAL REPORT

From: USCICC Subcommittee on Intolligence and Securlty,
To: USCICC.
Via: CJ0,.

Sub jeot: Amondment to the Communications Act of 1934; ID84.

Reference: Secoretary, USCIB, memorandum of 9 April 1948 to the
Chairman, USCICC Subcommittee on I. and S.

Enclosure: (A) Copy of version of?ID84 &s in Bureau of the
Budget on 21 April 1948,
_(B) Copy of revised version of ID84 under considera-
tion by the Secretary of Defense as of 21 April
1948,
(¢) Copy of third possible version of ID84 suggestod
by CIA on 21 April 1948,

1. FACTS.

a. The reforence informs the Subcommittee that USCICC
requires 1t to consider the present status of ID84 and to recom=
mend steps considered necessary to secure its passage (with
special attention to the provision of the bill as now drafted
whereby USCIB members would be suthorized to engage in "wire-
tapping").

b, The Subcommittoe has been informed that

(1) ID84 in its original form (onclosure (4)) 1is
sti1l in the hands of the Bureau of the Budgot,

(2) a revised version embodying the two changes re-
contly propnsed by the Navy (enclosure (B)) 1is
in the hands of the Seceretary of Defense (spccial
logal consultant, Mr, Larkin%,

(3) the Army has oxpressod to the Secretary of
Dofense its: coneurronce in the reviscd version
and has recommended all possible action to in=-
sure 1ts prompt passago,
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(4) CTIA has oxprossed to the Seerotary of Defonse
1ts concurrencoe in the bill (but not specifically
in one versinn or another),

(5) Mr, Laorkin intends to call (in the noar future) a
" oconfercnce of legislative representativos of
Army, Navy, Air Force, and CIA to discuss the
bill and to decide firmly on a best version and
on means to obtain its passage.

2. CONQLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDAT IONS.,

_ a, At the mceting of the Subcommittee which considered
this problem the CIA member presented a third versinon of the blll
which, if enactcd, would have the same result (as far as tho
COMINT agoncies are concernod) as the other two verslons, but
which embodies a now approach (onclosure (¢)). The Subchmmittee
considers that this version and approach have merit and deserve
consideration, but that, since all threo versions would have the
effects desired by the USCIB member agenciles, there being no
outstanding merit from that standpoint of one over the others,
any cholce among them should be based on which, if any, is the
mOSt Iikely to be passed by the Congress. Such a cholco, thon,
15 The duty of those in the Departments concerned who obvinusly
have the most experience in obtaining the passage by the Cnngress
of desired legislation; that is, the legislative reprcesentatives
of the Decpartments, Accordingly the Subcommittee considers that
the first step to be taken is the making of this cholce or the
seleotion of somo other alternative verslon, and that this should
be done in the eonfercnce of legislative representatives which
Mr., Larkin intends to call, The Subcommittee propnses that 1its
*Chairman attend thls conforcnce to reprcsent the viewpnint of the

Us mombor agencics, and the Chalrman 1s accordingly arranging
to dn 80. .

bs Since any further "steps ---- to sccure passage of
this legislation" must awalt and arc contingent upon the first
and most important step (the selection of the version which will
bo the most acceptable to the Congress) the Subcommittoe makos
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no recommondations now, Tho Subcommittce assumos the c¢ontinuing
tasks of following tho progress of ID84 and of making such roconm=
mondations toward securing its passage as may from time to time
seom appropriato.

De COORDINATION.

The only coordination involved is that indicated in
the last sentence of paragraph 2a. above.

"

SR,

.S L./ GO6D

Captain, U,5. Nav
Chalrman
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